Memorials

At Alfreton Golf Club, we keep a Memorial Book to remind us of some of the past Members
and their achievements at our Club. Below are some of the extracts from that book.

Howard Beastall: Howard was a member of the Alfreton Golf Club from 1966 until he
passed away in October 2022 and was in fact still playing until a few weeks before. His wife
Eva was also a social member, and his father Arthur Beastall, was also a playing member at
that time and had been for many years, his brother Alan also joined in 1970 and all have had
many very happy years at AGC. His son Mark has now also been a member for some years
and has been playing off single figures for some time.

Howard became a very keen golfer and soon reached a good standard of play with a single
figure handicap for a time but certainly in the low teens for most of his playing career. He
also had two holes in one and his name on the Trophy Boards in the Club, namely, Stroyan
Cup 1973 and John Brownhill Foursomes in 1982, 1983 and 1989.

He was also in a group of golfers who had an annual four-day trip in the Autumn to play on a
variety of courses in England, Scotland and Wales. He won a trophy that was played for in
1980, 1986 and 1988.

He also went on the Roy Thompson golfing trips to Crossmoor in Holland and to several
courses in Ireland.

Howard had also a static caravan in Skegness for many years and was a golfing member at
North Shore Golf Club.

He was a bricklayer in his father’s firm, Pidcock and Beastall and took over the company
when Arthur passed away, Mark now runs the same company. In some of his early years in
the building industry he worked on the AGC doing drainage work at times.

A Red Oak tree is planted in memory of Howard and Eva on the right of the first fairway,
where a very old Oak fell and had to be removed in 2023.

John Brownhill: John arrived from New Mills in 1957 when he took a partnership in W H
Fields (Opticians) in Alfreton. He was by then a former Derbyshire County golfer playing off a
handicap of 2. John was extremely competitive and organised Alfreton’s foursomes teams
for many years. He was an enthusiastic foursomes player and following his successful
partnership with Colin Duffield, the Club foursomes knockout competition was named after
him.

He won the Scratch Cup on 3 occasions.

John was for many years the Chairman of the Greens Committee and was responsible for
many improvements to the course. He was not afraid to get his hands dirty and was
regularly seen working on the Course on his half day off on a Wednesday.

John was Captain and 1956 and President in 1985/86.

David Ellson Cook: David was a member of AGC from 1972 until he died in 2020. Although
his initials ‘D.E.” were known, not many knew the ‘E’ stood for Ellson, until his funeral, which
was his mother’s maiden name. David had also been a keen scout in his early years through
St Martin’s Church in Alfreton, which again, not all his golfing friends knew.

He really enjoyed his golf and his name will always be on the trophy boards in the
Clubhouse as a winner of the Yeomans Cup with his partner, Alan Beastall in 1996. David
also enjoyed going on, and organising, golf holiday trips, and always at good value for
money. In 1976 he organised a trip to go to Gleneagles for 3 days. The green fee was £4.40
on the Friday and £5.50 on the Saturday. In 2019 he made a very professional trophy to
commemorate the 40 years of the ‘Autumn Golf Trips’ from 1976 to 2016, with a metal label
for each year and the name of the golf course visited.
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Patrick (Pat) Dobson: Pat Dobson was a member of AGC from 1952 until his death in 2008.
He held the course record from 1969 until 1989 and won the Scratch Cup on 4 occasions. He
was a consistently low single handicap player and played off 3 and 4 for many years.

Pat was a gentle man but very strong from his business in wrought ironwork. He had an
excellent all-round game, long from the tee and very good around and on the green

He was well known for honing his clubs in his workshop, his wedge having a razor-sharp
edge. He made a version of an early Ping putter which, despite not being elegant, was
extremely effective.

A sweet chestnut tree is planted in Pat’s memory to the right of the 10" fairway.

Colin and Joyce Duffield: Colin was a Derbyshire County tennis player before he took up golf
in 1963. He was a single figure golfer in his own right, winning the Scratch Cup on 3
occasions. He formed a formidable foursomes partnership with John Brownhill as evidenced
from the number of times which they won the knockout foursomes competition, (which was
eventually named after John). He was a very calm individual and complemented John’s
more competitive nature. Together they reached the final stages of the Daily Mail
foursomes competition on two occasions.

Colin was Captain of the Club in 1975.

Joyce joined the Club with Colin and was Ladies Secretary for many years and has her name
on the Boards for winning most of the Ladies Competitions. She was Lady Captain in 1973
and became the first Alfreton Golf Club Member to reach the age of 100 in 2017.

A purple acer tree is planted in their memory to the right of the 14 tee.

Robert (Bob) Hunt: Bob was a Member of the Golf Club from 1987 until his death in 2021.
The variegated Holly at the back of the 18" green is planted in Bob’s memory.

Kathleen Hussey: (nee Thompson) was born in Glasgow in 1935. After her family moved to
North Wales in her late teens Kathleen met a Manchester man called Peter who was visiting
his grandmother near Rhyl in North Wales. They married in 1957 and lived near Manchester.
A move to Gweedore in County Donegal on the North West coast of Ireland in 1973 is where
Kath first began playing golf. She immediately fell in love with the game and was the first
lady captain of Gweedore golf club in 1977. There were a few more moves until in 1990 Kath
and Peter moved to Swanwick. Kathleen joined Alfreton golf club and rekindled her love of
the game. She enjoyed playing golf at any opportunity and her young grandsons were
sometimes taken to do pitch and putt when she was visiting them. She very much enjoyed
her time at Alfreton golf club and the family would like to thank everyone who helped to
make it such an enjoyable experience for her. She was fit and active and played golf until
the very end when she passed in 2008.

A Red Acer was planted in her memory on the left edge of the sixth fairway, half way up the
hole in 2025.

Terry and Steven Kyte: Terry and Steven will be remembered at Alfreton for different
reasons. Terry, whilst he was better than the average golfer, will be remembered, together
with his friend David Richardson, for his influence and the development of the course.
Particularly the construction of the 10th and 11" holes following the purchase of the land
adjacent to the Course.
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Steven will be remembered for being one of the best golfers to play at Alfreton, winning the
Scratch Cup on 6 occasions and many other competitions as well as being a holder of the
Course Record.

Terry joined the Club in 1969, was Captain in 1983 and Captain of the Society of Derbyshire
Captains in 1994. Steven joined as a junior in 1974 and moved away to work before
returning in 2015 until his death in 2017.

A Caucasian Pine is planted in their memory to the right of the 11" fairway, visible from the
tee at the top of the first rise.

Bill Layton: Bill was a Member from 1988 until his death. A river birch tree is planted on the
9t hole in Bill’'s memory. Bill and his wife Maureen kept The Gate Public House at Swanwick
for many years as the humorous remark ‘you can’t be fined for serving over measure’
supplied by his friends intimates.

Frank Leder: Frank was born Ferenc Laydair in Hungary in 1937 and spent the first 19 years
of his life on a communal farm and vineyard in communist Hungary. He retained his love of
growing crops and brewing alcohol from local and home grown fruit throughout his life.

In 1956 Frank became involved in the Hungarian Revolution against the Communist
Government, he faced the very real prospect of imprisonment, or worse. He fled Hungary
and escaped by bribing Border Guards. The first refugee boat he was able to board
happened to be heading to England.

He lived in a refugee camp in Alfreton, and initially unable to speak a word of English, he
managed to obtain employment and worked for many years at Stevenson’s dye works at
Ambergate.

Frank developed a passion for golf and spent many years as a Member of Alfreton Golf Club.
He achieved a handicap of 8 and won many competitions including Silkstone Cup and the
Centenary Salver. In 1992 he played for England at the Belfry, in the Ford Amateur Golf
Championship. Frank was also involved in the teaching of juniors at Alfreton

In his memory Frank’s family have planted a beech tree at the rear of the green at the first
hole.

David Parker: An oak tree is planted on the 6 hole in memory of David who was a Member
from 1979 until his death in 2016. Despite living close to Worksop Golf Course, David
travelled to Alfreton to play golf with his friends.

Don Perkins: The bench at the side of the first tee was provided in memory of Don who died
in 2020. He joined the Club in 1967 and was Secretary from 1972-74. He was a weekend
player until his retirement when he became a regular member of the Wednesday and Friday
fiddle. He also enjoyed playing snooker after his round of golf and continued to enjoy this
when his golf became infrequent.

Don enjoyed many sports but in his younger day he was an enthusiastic tennis player. He
played at the Palmer Morewood Tennis Club which was situated at the rear of the Empire
Cinema on High Street at Alfreton. He continued to watch tennis and other sports, when he
finished playing and was a regular visitor, with his wife Margo, at County Week and the pre-
Wimbledon tournament at Eastbourne.

Don had many friends at Alfreton Golf Club and will be sadly missed.
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lan and Eileen Procter: lan joined Alfreton Golf Club in 1977, followed by Eileen in 1982, and
they remained club members for the rest of their lives.

Originally from Scarborough, lan was a keen sportsman in his younger days and an
accomplished hockey player, playing for Scarborough 1st Xl and later for Derby Hockey Club.
He and Eileen met when she was a student at the Teacher Training College in Scarborough
and after they married, they settled in Derbyshire, close to Eileen’s home town of Alfreton.
Eileen was Lady Captain in 1996/97 and won various competitions including the Blackton
Ford Trophy in 1990 and 1991 and the Morewood Cup in 1999. She ran the 200 club for
many years.

lan was President of the Club in 2001/02 and won the Ernest Goodwin Trophy in 2006.
Being an accountant, lan became Club Treasurer soon after joining and served in the role for
several years. He was a regular member of the Wednesday and Friday ‘fiddles’, and along
with Eileen, played regularly in club mixed competitions and enjoyed many social events.
They made many golfing friends over the years, including Jane and Bernard Strutt who have
happy memories of their regular Tuesday evening games after work. Jane and Eileen, both
teachers, were able to tee off early. lan and Bernie, arriving later, would try to catch up and
once managed to complete 18 holes in 2.5 hours!

They also encouraged some of their grandchildren to play golf, one going on to play for the
Derbyshire County Girls Team.

The Red Oak (Quercus rubra) to the right of the car park, in the line of Alders, is planted in
their memory.

Terry Round: Terry joined the Club from Shirland Golf Club, where he had played for many
years, in 2002. He soon became a popular Member of the Club and is remembered for his
choice of headwear (a flat cap) and his wry sense of humour. You had to watch him smile to
see if he was joking or not.

His friends play for a trophy is his name all wearing flat caps.

Terry in his spare time wrote poetry and prior to playing golf shot archery to a national
standard. He was a better than average player and won many trophies including the
Handbury Trophy in the year before his death in 2017.

A lime tree is planted in his memory, just over the road, on the third hole.

John Slade: An oak tree is planted in memory of John to the left of the dog leg on the 12t
fairway. John was Member from 1984 until his death in 2013.

Barrie Sweeting: He liked chips with his tomato sauce. He managed to find more golf balls
than he lost. He had a passion for golf and played the game with integrity, as he lived his
life. He was an inventive first-class engineer and an excellent rifle shot. He is sadly missed by
his wife Dorothy, daughter Dawn, his granddaughter and his friends. He was Alfreton
Captain in 2006.

Eric Wilkinson: Eric, who passed away in 2022, was a Member for 45 years, after joining in
1977. Before playing golf, Eric had been a very keen tennis player as a Member of the
Palmer Morewood Tennis Club in Alfreton for many years. He also played hockey and
bridge. He approached every activity with the same enthusiasm.

This carried on to golf where he was a multiple trophy winner. He always was
knowledgeable in the rules of golf and could always give a clear view if any of his playing
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partners were in doubt.

Eric was always happy and willing to get involved in the wellbeing of the Club and was
Captain in 2011 after being President in 2005/06. Acting regularly as Starter for Open Days
and Invitation Days for Ladies, Mens and Mixed Events was something he enjoyed.
Together with the Lady Captain he instigated the Air Ambulance Trophy which is played
annually to raise funds for that organisation. Eric was also the Club’s Welfare Officer for a
number of years and helped the Junior’s evening on a Thursday.

An attractive wooden bench donated by his friends has been placed at the entrance of the
Clubhouse as well as a flowering cherry tree just below the practice green.

Peter Wright: He was a Member of AGC from 1968 until his death in 2018. For much of that
time he was a single figure golfer. More than that Peter was extremely helpful to the Club in
many ways; being a member of the Greens Committee, was frequently seen helping on the
Course and was responsible for several improvements. His qualification as a surveyor was
extremely useful as he remeasured the Course when required and again whenever
alterations to a hole were carried out. He was a very thoughtful individual and serious
consideration was given to any suggestions that he made.

He was known affectionately to his friends as ‘the Old Goat’ and a number of them joined
him each year on a tour of golf courses far and wide.

A hornbeam has been planted to his memory below the practice putting green.

Jack Young: The Club lost one of its characters in 2020. Jack joined in 1973 and was Captain
in 1995 and President in 2003/4. He was also Chairman of the Greens Committee for many
years. Jack was a joiner by trade and used his skills to great effect many times at the Club.
He would turn his hand to anything which would benefit the Club.

Membership of AGC was one of his greatest sporting pleasures and like many of us talked a
good game. His enthusiasm was and his love of the Club were boundless. Up until two years
before his death he, together with his sons-in-law, organised yearly visits to many Clubs far
and wide, where players would compete for the JY Trophy and listen to Jack’s humorous and
somewhat rambling speeches. Everyone present enjoyed them.

Jack’s other great sporting pleasure was football and in particular Chesterfield Football Club.
As an avid Spireite he followed the Club home and away and his demeanour could be judged
by Chesterfield’s fortunes. He persuaded one gullible friend to place a bet on Chesterfield
gaining promotion when they were third bottom of the table so confident was he in his
team. Both bets were lost. He was so well known that his passing was remembered in the
Club programme and on the screen at a home match. He was also a great supporter of
England in any sport which the Nation played and was a regular visitor to Wembley.

He bore serious illness with great fortitude, proclaiming that it wouldn’t beat him, and for a
great many years it didn’t.



